KEI'TON

RISH COUNCIL.

Chairman: Councillor GK Butterwick MPC(08)M-APM

Minutes of Melton Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 24™ April 2008 commencing at 19:00
in The Lindos Centre Main Hall Saddlemakers Lane Melton Woodbridge IP12 1PP.

Present:

Clir Mr GK Butterwick [Chairman — Melton Parish Council]
10 Melton Parish Councillors

38 Melton Residents

Representative of Woodbridge Society

Apologies:

ClIr CE Aitchison County Councillor

Clir MN Bond District Councillor

Clir J Bidwell District Councillor

Clir DE Dann Parish Councillor

In attendance:

Mr Peter West SCDC Countryside Officer
Mr Peter Smith SCDC Countryside Officer
Mr MJ Green Clerk to the Parish Council

08.01 REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE MELTON PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 31°" MARCH 2008

Cllr Mr GK Butterwick — Chair of Melton Parish Council gave the following report on
the work of Melton Parish Council for the year ended 31° March 2008 [copies
available for attendees on the night]:

“I'd like to welcome all those of you who have attended this annual meeting of the
electors of the village and stress that this is your meeting, as residents of the village.
It is not a parish council meeting. However, this is my report on the work of the
council for the year.

This time last year, the Annual Report was presented by the then Chairman, Penny
Warburg, who had decided not to stand for re-election to the Council, which she had
chaired since 2005. In February this year, we were saddened to hear of her untimely
death — a great loss to her family and friends.

Let me start by telling you what village facilities the parish council owns or is
responsible for:-

e two Bus Shelters (Melton Street & Bredfield Road);

o the Playing Field on Melton Road, including 100 or so trees, the Pavilion & its
contents, the Children’s Play Equipment, the Five-a-Side Pitch, the two
Tennis Courts and various items of maintenance equipment;
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e Burkes Wood, with its and hundreds of trees and its Pond;

e various Public Seats;

¢ the Village Sign and the “green” on Melton Street;

¢ the Village Notice Board outside the Burness Parish Rooms;
e two historic Village Pumps;

o aleased Office and a range of Office Equipment.

The council also comments on behalf of the village to a wide range of consultations
from county and district councils and NHS Trusts. Responding quickly (usually within
2 weeks) to planning applications and tree preservation orders accounts for most of
this work. It is worth noting that the parish council gets no more notice of planning
applications, no matter how large, than anyone else in the community. All this cost
money to run, to insure, to maintain and to replace when it's worn out - we achieve
this for a Parish Council Tax of £24 a year (just 46 pence a week!) for a Band D
household, less than the average parish in the district.

Following the decision in March 2007 to hold monthly meetings, the full council met
on 11 occasions between 1% April 2007 and 31% March 2008. A new council was
elected on 3" May 2007, when we said goodbye to 6 councillors who had decided
not to stand for re-election. Seven existing councillors were re-elected, five new
councillors were elected, and the one vacancy was filled by co-option at the first
meeting on 9" May. Attendance at council meetings has averaged 82%, the highest
for ten years.

The first meeting of the new council, on 9" May, was mainly taken up with
administrative matters, but at the June meeting it was agreed to set up a number of
council committees, which would meet in public and have the power to make
decisions without the need to wait for the next meeting of the full council. The
Planning Committee met on 12 occasions during the year (once in it earlier guise as
a Working Group), with 90% attendance by councillors. 55 planning applications
were considered. Objections made to 18 of them; 5 of these were subsequently
either refused by the District Council or withdrawn by the applicant, whilst decisions
are awaited on 7 of them.

During the year, the Employment Committee met on 3 occasions, with an 80%
attendance record. The Finance & Risk Management Committee met on 5 occasions,
again with 80% attendance. The Recreation Committee also met 5 times, with 84%
of councillors attending - it has authorised much-needed spending on repairs and
maintenance to the children’s’ play equipment, the pavilion, the tennis courts, the
playing field and Burkes’ Wood. The Village Plan Committee met on 6 occasions,
with 80% attendance - it has promoted and monitored the steady progress being
made towards implementing the Village Action Plan. Our Local Transport
Representative has made regular reports on bus and train services and produced
two printed editions of the Local Public Transport Guide and kept the website version
even more up to date. We have had regular reports from our representatives on the
Safer Neighbourhood Team Liaison Group, the Melton Community Youth Project, the
Greenprint Forum and the Suffolk Association of Local Councils, as well as the
trustees the council has nominated to the Burness Parish Room and The Melton
Trust.

Our county councillor (Clare Aitcheson) and district councillors (Jim Bidwell and
Michael Bond) attend as many meetings as they can - they each represent other
villages as well as Melton. They keep us in touch with issues which concern us at the
larger councils.
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Over the course of the year, we have welcomed an increasing number of residents to
meetings of the full Council and of Planning Committee. All council and committee
meetings are open to the public, and start with an Open Forum for residents to
ask questions of their councillors and to raise matters of concern or interest in
the village.

Highlights of the past twelve months have included:-

¢ The long-awaited improvements to Pytches Road, including a zebra crossing,
a footway along its complete length and a new bus stop were completed in
April.

e The new primary school on Wilkinson Way opened in May. This strikingly
modern, energy-efficient building is quite a change from the Victorian
premises in the centre of Woodbridge which they left.

e | had the privilege of representing the village when the 23 Engineer Regiment
(Air Assault) was presented with the Freedom of Woodbridge in June.

e We have watched the developing review of Local Government in Suffolk. First
the bid for a stand-alone unitary council for Ipswich and the Pathfinder Bid for
much closer working between the county, the remaining six districts and the
many town & parish councils. Now that Ipswich’s bid has been rejected, we
have a range of proposals being developed for one, two or three unitary
councils to replace county and district by 2010. There will be public
consultation on this during summer 2008, and we will be keen to hear your
views.

e Throughout the year, we have discussed the question of the 58 houses in
Melton Park whose owners found they now live in Ufford. A survey of the
residents affected was conducted jointly with Ufford Parish Council in
October. The result that a majority were in favour of changing the boundary
so that they return to Melton. We have now asked the District Council to ask
the Boundary Committee to undertake a boundary review.

e In February, we had a presentation on the work of Suffolk Coastal Teen
Voices and the Felixstowe Youth Forum - we agreed to investigate the
possibility of setting up a Melton Youth Forum as a way of engaging young
people more closely in community life. In February, we also regretfully
accepted the resignation of Kim Tester after serving 3 years as a councillor.

e In March, we objected, and continue to object, to the decision to stop
residents in a large part of the village from having their prescriptions
dispensed by their GP Surgery - we believe this would cause real hardship to
many. In March, we also received a petition signed by 175 residents objecting
to the proposed mobile phone mast on the hill above Valley Farm - a robust
case was put to the District Council’'s Development Control Committee with
the result yet to be decided.

o We have seen continued development of the Deben Mill site, with new offices
and apartments being filled almost as soon as they were built. The old
buildings at the slaughterhouse have been swept away and replaced by
modern facilities, which we hope will eliminate complaints about unpleasant
smells. Work has started on the new housing in the grounds of the former
Melton Grange Hotel and its conversion into high quality apartments.

¢ We have been frustrated by the very slow progress being made in providing
an enlarged car-park at the railway station. We are now told this may happen
in 2009/10.
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08.02

08.03

There were 100 crimes recorded in the 10 main categories in the Melton & Ufford
Ward in the year March 2007 to February 2008:-

o Burglary 7
o Common Assault 6
o0 Criminal Damage 52
0 Theft from Motor Vehicle 10
o Theft of Pedal Cycle 4
0 Theft of Motor Vehicle 6
0 Vehicle Interference 1
0 Wounding 14

0 There were no Robberies or Thefts from Person during this time.

This compares to a rather higher total of 152 offences in the year January to
December 2006. Suffolk in general and Melton in particular, remain one of the safest
areas in the country in which to live and that in any year most of us will not become
victims of crime. However, it pays not to be complacent, so remember to keep
valuables locked away from prying eyes, always lock your car and be alert to
unknown callers at your door.

As | mentioned earlier, running the council and insuring, maintaining and replacing
council assets does cost money. Regrettably, we found it necessary to increase the
council tax precept to £36,000 for 2008/09 in order to do all this to an acceptable
standard. Despite this increase, the council tax payable by someone living in Melton
will still be less than the average, and Melton ranks 54™ out of the 93 parishes in
Suffolk Coastal in terms of the level of council tax.

This has been a year of great change for the council. | would like to pay tribute to the
hard work and support of my fellow councillors, especially the Vice-Chairman and
those who have taken on the responsibility of chairing the new committees. Last but
not least, my thanks go to the Clerk to the Council, Malcolm Green, who has had
something of a baptism of fire in his first year in post, with a new office, a new
website, new councillors and the new committee system.”

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 25™ APRIL 2007

Proposed that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25" April 2007
previously circulated be received, noted and signed by the Chairman as a correct
record. The Chairman commented that this completed a bound volume of minutes
which started with the formation of the Council in 1894.

Proposed by: ClIr Butterwick
Seconded by: ClIr Dunford

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25" April
2007 previously circulated be received, noted and signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.

RIVERSIDE AMENITY AREA
A presentation by SCDC Countryside Officers

The Chairman welcomed the Countryside Officers to the meeting. Their presentation
included the following main points:
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08.04

(@ Melton Riverside amenity area was designed and created in the early 1980’s
(b) Itwas a place to relax play and learn something of the local environment

(c) Situated at the gateway to an area of outstanding natural beauty alongside the
River Deben, the site is easily accessible by car, cycle, bus, train or by foot

(d) Over 100,000 visitors call at the site each year but increasingly the visits are
limited to the car as much of the site is in need of a ‘makeover’

(e) SCDC wants now to develop new attractions at the site whilst maintaining the
fundamental ethos. Improved access for pushchairs and the disabled together
with upgrades to the car park surface and opening up new unexplored areas.

() The duck pond and the more secluded wildlife pond requiring dredging as
would the main dyke

() New fencing is required to protect the fragile community of wild flowers

(h) The possibility of an amphitheatre is being investigated together with the
upgrading of information & directional signs

() A new picnic area and play area with a sculpture trail is being planned.

)] An access for all and dog walkers trail is also included in the plans together
with a programme of events for local school use

(k)  The overall cost of the project is in the order of £150k and a lottery funding bid
is being prepared. SCDC is currently looking for sponsors and supporters for
the project.

The meeting warmly welcomed this initiative offering support and encouragement for
the project.

The Chairman thanked both officers for their very encouraging and informative
presentation.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE FORMER GIRDLESTONES SITE

Details of the proposed re-development of the Girdlestones site were on display at
the meeting.

The Chairman outlined the consultation process that would include:

» Consideration of the planning proposals by Melton Parish Council Planning
Committee

» Presentation by Mr John Prattle [Architect] & Mr Chris Daws [Developer] ob the
proposal at the Full Meeting of Melton Parish Council on 8" May 2008 at 19:00 in
the Lindos Centre Main Hall. This is a public meeting to which all residents are
warmly invited to attend. The presentation will be followed by the opportunity for
residents to ask questions about the development

> Melton Parish Council Planning Committee meeting on Monday 19" May 2008 in
Melton Primary School commencing at 19:00. At the meeting the Planning
Committee will agree its response to the planning application. The response must
be with the District Council by 26™ May 2008 to enable it to be included in the
report to the Development Sub-Committee of the District Council who will decide
on the application.

There then followed a wide ranging discussion about the planning application with
many residents expressing their concern over issues such as:

» traffic issues especially on Station Road with the proposed 455 car parking
spaces
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>

2 new access points onto Station Road

Lack of crossing to railway station

the loss of green areas

over development

size and height of proposals

design

existing empty industrial units in Melton
impact on residential property values

impact of development on flood plain

local plan zoned this area for employment use

Village plan calls for retention of employment opportunities in Melton but also the
need for affordable housing

previous application for smaller development refused by SCDC

A straw poll of the meeting supported unanimously the following:

>

>

Acceptance of the need for some development of the site with a preference for a
mixture of employment and affordable housing

Objection to the proposal in its current form

The Chairman thanked residents for their contribution and encouraged their
involvement in the two meetings to discuss the matter on 8" and 19™ May.
Representations could also be made direct to the District Councillors Michael Bond
[eMail:  michael.bond@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk and James Bidwell [eMail:
james.bidwell@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk]

08.05 OPEN FORUM

The Chairman offered the meeting the opportunity of interest or concern.

The following two issues were raised:

>
>

Sign outside ‘Booze busters’ — is this of a size that requires planning consent?

Parking outside McColls Store on the corner of The Street and Saddlemakers
Lane — inconsiderate parking is causing a danger to both pedestrians and
vehicles — can parking restrictions be considered by SCC Highways and can the
Safer Neighbourhood Police Team take action

The Chairman thanked all those present for their valuable contribution to the meeting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:45

Signed:

Date:

[Chairman]
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