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CONSULTATION DOCUMENT RECEIVED FROM NATURAL ENGLAND 5 DECEMBER 2019 

 

 

RE: England Coast Path from Felixstowe Ferry to Bawdsey 

 

I am writing to you with information regarding the progress of the England Coast Path in your 

parish. This letter and accompanying map set out our initial proposals for how these new 

arrangements might work on coastal land in the Parish of Martlesham. 

 

We are proposing to align the main trail along the line shown in blue. Coastal access rights will 

apply to some areas of land on the landward and seaward side of the trail. The landward margin, 

if any, is shown in lilac on the map but the seaward margin has not been shown. Please refer to 

the glossary of terms which we commonly use, Monday 16th December (or as soon as possible 

after your next parish meeting) so that we can consider your ideas before submitting our final 

report. We have also sent maps to the owners and occupiers of affected land; and also to those 

who live alongside the proposed route. 

 

We will write again on submission of the final report. This report, with our preferred alignment for 

the trail and any associated margin, will be published and submitted to the Secretary of State in 

the spring of 2020. Once published, an eight week period opens in which landowners and 

occupiers of affected land may raise an objection about our proposals; and anyone else can make 

representation. 

 

In the meantime, if you do have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or my 

colleague, Araminta Adams.  

  

 

Yours sincerely 
 

Giles Merritt, Lead Adviser  

 

 

E: giles.merritt@naturalengland.org.uk E: Araminta.adams@naturalengland.org.uk 

T: 0208 026 5875 T: 0208 026 8936 

M: 07900 608479 M: 07468352704 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

England Coast Path – Explanation of Terminology 

These are précised explanations. More details can be found on our website at 

www.gov.uk/englandcoastpath. 

 

Coastal Access Rights 

This term describes the new public access rights and how they apply to the trail and to land within the 

‘spreading room’. 
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Coastal Margin or Margin 

This is the land to the landward and seaward side of the trail which is either subject to new coastal 

access rights, or land known as ‘excepted land’ (see below), or land on which restrictions or exclusions 

are in place. Land can gain coastal access rights as part of the ‘landward margin’ by default, which 

includes, but is not limited to, the landward slope of a river bank. The land seaward of the trail becomes 

‘seaward margin’, other than excepted, restricted or excluded land. Land within the margin, including 

the trail, remains the property of the landowner, who may still make changes to land use, development 

or land management should they still wish to do so. 
 

Excepted Land 

This is land within the coastal margin that is excluded from coastal access rights. This includes, but 

is not limited to, buildings and their curtilage, gardens and parks. It may be shown on OS maps as being 

subject to coastal access, but the key will state: 

“All land within the 'coastal margin' (where it already exists) is associated with the England Coast 

Path and is by default access land, but in some areas it contains land not subject to access rights 

- for example cropped land, buildings and their curtilage, gardens and land subject to local 

restrictions including many areas of saltmarsh and flat that are not suitable for public access. The 

coastal margin is often steep, unstable and not readily accessible.  Please take careful note of 

conditions and local signage on the ground.” 
 

Higher Rights  

Coastal access rights only apply to walkers. Where higher rights exist, they will continue e.g. for cyclists 

or horse riders. 
 

Infrastructure Requirements  

We may need to install new signage such as finger posts and way-mark posts, or add way-mark signs 

to existing fences, posts or gates. We may also install access furniture such as new pedestrian gates. 

Noticeboards may also be installed to advise the public about route options, nature conservation and/or 

restrictions. The County Council will contact landowners after the route has been approved to discuss 

the works that are needed. 
 

Reduced Liability                         

Land subject to new coastal access rights, benefits from the lowest level of occupiers’ liability known 

under English law – considerably lower than the duty of care owed towards trespassers on private land. 

This applies to both natural and man-made features. This makes it extremely unlikely in normal 

circumstances that an occupier could successfully be sued in relation to injury on land with coastal 

access rights. However on pre-existing public rights of way, coastal access liability does not apply. 
 

Roll Back 

A continuous and sustainable trail cannot follow the same fixed route year after year on parts of coast 

that are changing significantly. The coastal access process enables the trail to be moved inland as the 

coast changes - we call this provision ‘roll back’. The distinction between roll back and any other later 

change to the trail, is that roll back takes place without further approval by the Secretary of State. Each 

stretch report will set out how roll back will be applied. 

 

Spreading Room 

Spreading room is the area of coastal margin where public access is permitted and is the area of margin 

that remains after excepted land, excluded land or restricted land has been removed. 
 

Section 24  

Section 24 gives directions for the purposes of land management. Land management embraces all 

forms of conventional or novel land management that are being or will be undertaken on the land, 



whether in relation to commercial activities or non-commercial activities. Non-commercial activities may 

include recreational activities (including sporting activities) that have no commercial purpose. 
 

Section 25A 

Section 25A gives a direction to exclude access to areas of salt marsh or flat if we are satisfied that the 

land is unsuitable for public access. Where given, such exclusions only apply to new coastal access 

rights, and do not prevent or affect any other use people already make of the land locally by formal 

agreement with the landowner, or by informal permission or traditional toleration. 
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