
Report of Local Transport Officer: December 2019.


Before starting this report, I must apologise for any shortcomings in style and 
presentation. I have suffered a catastrophic failure of my computer systems in the middle 
of changing machines and operating systems. As of today, I am locked out of all my old 
data and document files, and am having to learn a new system. 


Buses:

The Chairman has already reported on the reintroduction of the solitary Orford - Ipswich 
service 71, at least as far as Martlesham Park-&-Ride.  From the same date (17th 
November), minor changes to services 70,70A,72 & 972 were made, presumably to 
release a bus for the 71.


I am not aware of any further changes to our local services being in the pipeline, but 
release of advance information by both First and Suffolk County Council is very tardy, 
considering the lengthy period between registration and introduction.


I have been looking at the combined operation of services 63/64 and 65 through Melton 
and wonder if the parish council would consider supporting my proposal that the 65 
operates off-peak (the 71 runs in the peaks) direct from the Chapel to Woodbridge via 
Melton Road, restoring the link lost when the 800 was withdrawn. The time saved by 
omitting Bredfield Road (which would retain an hourly service) might permit the 
reintroduction of services via Peterhouse Crescent in Woodbridge.


Trains: 
New timetables came into effect nationally on Sunday 15th December. Locally, the big 
news should have been the doubling of Sunday services on the Lowestoft - Ipswich East 
Suffolk Line. They are now scheduled to run hourly (form 08:08 to 21:08 Melton - Ipswich 
and from 10:08 to 22:02 from Ipswich).


On the Great Eastern mainline, evening peak service from London have been changed 
improve local connections from the fast “Norwich in 90” trains. The Norwich - Cambridge 
service now runs through to Stansted Airport (7 each way on Weekdays, 15 on Saturdays 
and 13 on Sundays. There are not enough vacant peak-time “paths” south of Cambridge 
to allow more trains on weekdays. 


 

However, this good news has been overshadowed by the less than flawless introduction 
of the new train fleet, which has resulted in the number of ‘“late / very late / cancelled” 
trains increasing from a rather poor 39.5% on 1st December to 75.3% on 10th December, 
with a low point of 83.9% on 6th December. More detail of what is a developing situation 
can be found in the attached article in the current issue of RAIL magazine, which arrived 
in today’s post. I have refrained from highlighting any particular sections, but it is 
perplexing that these new trains have been subject to several months of testing across 
the network, apparently without any of these problems emerging.


Geof Butterwick

Local Transport Officer

16th December 2019









	Blank Page



