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2021-22 Budget agreed 

On the 24th of February ESDC’s budget for 2021-22 was approved at Full Council. There will 

be an overall spend of £129m. A four-year programme of capital expenditure was also 

approved in January.  

 

ESDC’s portion of council tax will remain frozen at the same level as 2020-21 (£171.27 in for 

Band D properties), giving an overall council tax income of £14.95m to the Council.  The 

Leader of the Council said that there would be no cuts to services. Other local authorities in 

Suffolk have chosen to raise their portions of council tax, with SCC raising it by 4%, and the 

Police & Crime Commissioner raising it by 6.71%. 

 

£1.7m of reserves were used to balance the budget in 2020/21, followed by £1.9m used this 

year, dropping to 0 by 2022/23 in the Medium Term Financial Plan. 

 

GLI Group oppose decision to use reserves to allow council tax freeze  

Cllr Beavan, speaking on behalf of the GLI Group, gave the following statement: 

“It’s a nice gesture to save our residents from a council tax increase this year, but I think the 

decision is misguided. Freezing the tax will save £10 for a person in a large house, £5 for the 

rest of us, and nothing for those on universal credit with little savings. We’re not supporting 

the people who really need it, in my opinion.”  

 

“With inflation, a council tax freeze means a cut of 1% in real terms, with officers being 

asked to do more for less. Our council tax freeze will also create a £430k shortfall in our 

budget and further budgets in the years to come, when local government is already facing a 

black hole of underfunding.  

 

“We are using our reserves this year as it is a ‘rainy day’, but I’m sorry to say the forecast 

tomorrow is not great either. We face a tough year, with business failures and 

unemployment and all that will mean for our costs and our revenue. Well-intentioned as 

this policy may be, I think it’s wrong to use our reserves when we face such an uncertain 

future. The poor and vulnerable need our support at this time, more than people in big 

houses need our generosity.” 



  

 

Rachel agrees with this summation. 

 

ESDC grant scheme for hospitality sector launched 

East Suffolk Council has launched a new £2 million business grant scheme for the hospitality 

sector. The new Hospitality Payment scheme offers further financial support to hospitality 

businesses in East Suffolk which continue to be severely impacted by the ongoing 

restrictions. The scheme consists of a one-off payment which will grant £4,000 for 

businesses with a rateable value of under £15,000, £6,000 for businesses with a rateable 

value between £15,000 and £51,000 and £9,000 for businesses with a rateable value of over 

£51,000. Eligible businesses will be contacted by email. 

 

Following the Government’s announcement on Monday, 22 February, the Council is also 

preparing to process the next round of business grant payments for the 44-day period up to 

31 March for all eligible businesses. This will result in another £6m in support for businesses 

in East Suffolk. 

 

Authority Monitoring Report 2019/20 shows progress made on delivering Local Plans 

Data showing the progress on the implementation of the Suffolk Coastal and Waveney Local 

Plans has now been published. Key findings include: 

• 819 new homes built in East Suffolk. 

• 27% of these new homes were affordable homes. 

• 1.44 hectares of employment land was developed. 

• 1 Neighbourhood Plan was adopted. 

• £5.1 million Community Infrastructure Levy was collected. 

More detail can be found at the link below: 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Suffolk-Coastal-Local-Plan/Authority-Monitoring-

Reports/AMR-2020.pdf  

 

Consultations open 

ESDC has opened the following consultations for residents and organisations submit 

comments: 

• North Lowestoft Conservation Area – A draft appraisal document which proposes 

additions and changes to the existing Conservation Area boundaries. The 

consultation closes on March 26th and can be found at the following link:  

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-on-north-lowestoft-conservation-area/ 

• New ‘beach village’ in Felixstowe – A draft plan for a ‘beach village’ on Felixstowe’s 

South Seafront, including 5 accessible beach ‘pods’, 25 traditional beach huts and a 

new public restroom with a Changing Places station. The consultation closes on 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Suffolk-Coastal-Local-Plan/Authority-Monitoring-Reports/AMR-2020.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Suffolk-Coastal-Local-Plan/Authority-Monitoring-Reports/AMR-2020.pdf
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-on-north-lowestoft-conservation-area/


  

 

March 12th and can be found here: https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-

on-new-beach-village/ 

 

Freeport East Bid  

A combined bid from Suffolk and north Essex for a designated freeport has been submitted 

to the Government. ESDC developed the bid in. 

 

If approved, the freeport would operate its own customs zone, allowing businesses to 

import goods without paying duties until the goods are exported again. This allows for raw 

materials to be imported, refined into a finish product, and then exported again while only 

paying one round of customs duties. 

 

If selected by government, the freeport would have sites at Felixstowe, Harwich and 

Stowmarket, and could create 13500 jobs over the next ten years. Trade would increase by 

an estimated 1.3 million tonnes and £66.4m gross value added.  

 

You will no doubt know by now that Felixstowe (and Harwich) has got the go-ahead for this 

new freeport status.  In advance of this decision I won no favours by pointing out to my 

councillor colleagues that David Cameron turfed this idea out during his tenure in office.  For 

some further information maybe read this: 

 

Ten reasons why freeports are a bad idea (taxresearch.org.uk) 

 

Meanwhile back in Melton, its good that we’ve had the first ‘all-parish’ traffic meeting at long last, 

even if it wasn’t that positive first attempt, it’s a start from which to build.   

 

In relation to the planning applications at St. Andrews Place and the care home development off 

Yarmouth Road, I have informed ESDC that I wish to speak at both on the planning committee of 30th 

March and been informed this date is TBC. 

 

The most up to date news releases concerning Council Services can be found at 

www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk 

All Government advice and guidance can be found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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