
The West-European hedgehog is an iconic British species, but is undergoing worrying declines. A report 

by People’s Trust for Endangered Species and British Hedgehog Preservation Society shows that in rural 

areas, over 50% have been lost in the past two decades and in urban areas, up to a third of populations 

have been lost between 2000 and 2014. There is however hope; the decline in our towns and cities may 

be slowing, suggesting the actions that people are taking in their own neighbourhoods could be making a 

real difference. 

1. High quality feeding habitat - hedgehogs are omnivores but the bulk of their diet consists of  macro-

invertebrates such as worms, beetles and caterpillars. Moist grassland, mosaic cutting regimes (mix of short and 

long), rotting wood left in-situ and wildflowers will encourage the invertebrates hedgehogs rely upon. Good hedge-

row management and field margin creation will provide feeding habitat and increase connectivity across expansive 

landscapes like open parks —hedgehogs follow linear features.  
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Timing & method of cuts: If required, a winter cut of long grass will reduce the risk of hedgehog injury & disturb-

ance. During winter, hedgehogs will be hibernating away from long grassy areas, which they use for nesting and 

feeding mainly through the active season (April—October). If bramble areas need to be managed then an autumn 

cut will avoid the bulk of the breeding season, and will avoid hibernation and bird nesting season. Hedgehogs and 

their nests can be difficult to see in long, dense vegetation, so a high cut, low cut method of removal will also allow 

a check for nests in between cuts. If a hedgehog is injured during habitat clearance or construction, British Hedge-

hog Preservation Society (BHPS) will be able to provide the location of your nearest rescue centre: 01584 890801.  

Water bodies: hedgehogs are good swimmers but require an exit point from ponds. Shallow beaches are best, 

ramps (bricks, sand bags, logs) can be used to provide easy entry and exit to pre-existing ponds. 

Pesticides, herbicides & rodenticides can all negatively impact hedgehogs. Metaldehyde-based treatments are po-

tentially lethal if digested directly, methiocarb/thiocarb are broad spectrum so impact a wide array of important 

prey species, herbicides reduce invertebrate prey indirectly by killing food plants and reduce earthworm popula-

tions (an important prey source) directly. Hedgehogs have a similar risk of exposure from rodenticides to birds of 

prey and large mammals. The full effects of pesticides on hedgehogs is unknown and should be limited or avoided 

where possible. 

For more information and tips, head to our website, https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/ 

 

 

2. Nesting opportunities –  Winter and breeding nests are made from medium sized deciduous fallen leaves 

(eg oak and beech) and require a supporting structure such as log piles or bramble patches. Well-connected native 

hedgerows with bramble understory  (bases of at least 2m) will provide the structure needed for nesting and togeth-

er with grassy margins (2m+) will encourage a rich invertebrate diversity for feeding. Keeping leaves on the ground 

through autumn, or gathering them into an accessible store or pile, will be important for nest building. Availability of 

winter nesting sites is a limiting factor for hedgehog distribution; suitable nesting sites can support high numbers of 

hedgehogs. Tussocky grassland and shrubbery is required for day nesting during the active season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BHPS Strimmer stickers can be provided 

for council/contractor/grounds team  

machinery to help raise awareness, and 

any group displaying these can be add-

ed to the BHPS ‘Roll of Honour’, a list of 

hedgehog friendly machinery uses pro-

moted online. 
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3) Well-connected habitat - hedgehogs roam on average ~2km a 

night and an urban population is thought to need at least ~1km2 of well-

connected habitat to remain viable (Moorhouse 2013). Hedgehog-sized 

holes in fences is critical for this connectivity. Fence holes should measure 

13x13cm so that any sized hedgehog can travel through. The more patches 

of land connected with hedgehog holes, the better. The green Hedgehog 

Street Hedgehog Highway plaques may be available upon request. We are 

mapping hedgehog permeable boundaries and other hedgehog-friendly 

green spaces on our online map, log yours here:  https://

hedgehogs.ispywildlife.org/ 
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