MELTON
PARISH COUNCIL

MPC(23)84.02
Beresford Drive Play Area Consultation

Background

The Beresford Drive Play Area consultation has now closed. The consultation took the form of an
open day on the 3™ June, flyers to 800 properties and an online consultation that ran until the 30"
June.

Results
83 responses were received in total and of these 68 used the play area and 15 didn’t, mainly because
of their age.
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@ Didn't know it existed 0

All the equipment is used and the flat swings (currently out of action) are the most popular.

. Swings - flat seats 62
. Swings - toddler seats 39
. Rocker animals 45

@ Toddler climber 44

@ unior climber 57

The most asked for equipment:
Slide

Swings

Roundabout

Climbing Frame



70

@ slide 63 60
. Swings 64 50
@ Roundabout 52 40
@ Climbing frame 61 30
@ sunken Trampoline 16 20
@ oOther 48 10

0

From the ‘other’ section the most requested were:
Football goal/Astro pitch — 12

Zip wire—11

Benches/picnic benches - 10

Basketball hoop — 10
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Unfortunately, the space is probably not big enough for a football goal or Astro pitch but a basketball
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m football goal/astro pitch | zZip wire
= bench/picnic bench basketball hoop
= planting = adult exercise equipment
m dish swing m older children to go elsewhere
m bins ® Pump track
m Bike rack m tunnels
m Parking exclusion = concrete
assault course/obstacle course something for older children
= Dog bin = Table tennis
= Covered seating for adults/sheltered seating = Monkey bars
= Sandpit = Cycle/scooter path
= Camera ® [ncrease size

= drinking fountain

litter pickers

Harder to open gate
= hide and seek equipment
m All equipment for under 5s
m Climbing wall
= Pirate ship

police presence after 9pm
toilet
music toys
= Climbing frame with pole
m Balance beams
m Wiggly bridge
Tractor

hoop and benches could certainly be considered. There might not be sufficient space or funding to



install a zip wire and there is already one provided at the Recreation Ground. The lessons learned
from installing equipment at the Jubilee Green should also be considered if installing a basketball
hoop.

There were a lot of single requests covering everything from cycle tracks to a toilet, many of which
were not feasible and not requested enough to be considered. There were only three requests for
adult exercise equipment.

Conclusion

The consultation has demonstrated that there is a need for this playpark and for it to be improved.
The overall response was a desire to revamp the play area to make it a space that people are proud
of, want to visit and provides imaginative play and equipment for all ages. There were some concerns
about older children hanging out and intimidating younger children and the area being used for
illegal activities. It is important that the layout and equipment should be mindful of these concerns.

The Recreation Working Group decided to create a sub working group to assist the office in managing
the project which will consist of Clirs Taylor, Gradwell and James. Cllr Darby would be able to assist in
relation to accessibility as the need arises. Clir Corston and a resident have also been asked to join.

Next steps

Approach at least three play companies, as well as advertising on Contracts Finder, with a brief to
redevelop the whole play area. The brief will be developed by the Playpark Working Group in
conjunction with the office using the data collected from the consultation and examples of local play
parks/equipment that are well used and popular. Once indicative quotes are known the office will
investigate what grants are available to help fund the project.

Recommendations

Members are asked to:

Note and comment on this report

Decide if they are happy to proceed as detailed in the Next Steps

Fliss Waters
Assistant Clerk
July 2023



